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From the Capital to the Classroom 

 
Saturday, March 17, 2012 
 

Session I:  1:30pm-3:00pm – General Session 
 

The State Budget: Different Impact, Different Advocacy, Same Goal ς Panel Discussion: The combination of property tax 
caps and proposed State budget support for state aid to schools will affect districts in some very different ways. How will 
local advocacy strategies differ depending on where you live.  Representatives of advocacy groups who work with Urban, 
Suburban and Rural School districts will present the advocacy strategies that they believe will work best for their 
communities. 

 

Session II:  3:30pm-5:00pm  
 

A. ACT Workshop ς In this interactive workshop you will learn how to bring out your inner advocate and take an 
issue to PTA action! This is a mandatory workshop to earn the ACT Award.   
 

B. Preparing Today for Tomorrow’s Careers ς ²Ƙŀǘ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǊŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ƎƭƻōŀƭΣ 
information based economy? The jobs of the future are being shaped right here in New York State. Learn about 
the skills and preparation these jobs will require as well as the rewards and benefits that can accompany 
ǘƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΩǎ ƘƛƎƘ ǘŜŎƘ ŎŀǊŜŜǊǎΦ 
 

C. Dignity for All Students (DASA): A Policy Chat ς Representatives of the NYS Education Department and 
stakeholder workgroups will describe proposed policy, curriculum, professional development, codes of conduct 
and implementation strategies that will be recommended to the NYS Board of Regents in preparation for the July 
1, 2012 effective date of this important anti bullying legislation. 
 

D. Sexting/Social Media ς Social media is opening worldwide communications links never before dreamed possible. 
At the same time there are dangers associated with these tools that most of us never consider. Hear the 
experiences of local law enforcement officials with both the advantages and risks posed by social media and 
what you can do to encourage cautious use by our children. 
 

E. Overview of and the Signs and Symptoms of Prescription Drug Misuse ς This session will provide an overview of 
the prescription drugs that are frequently misused, the signs and symptoms of misuse and what can be and is 
being done to address the problem. 

 

Dinner:  6:00pm      
Keynote: David Wakelyn ς GoǾŜǊƴƻǊ /ǳƻƳƻΩǎ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ NYS Education 
 

Table Talks: 8:15pm-9:15 pm  
 

A. How to Write a Resolution 
B. Social Hosting Laws 
C. Prepping for Annual Review  
D. Managing Food Allergies in School from a Parents Perspective 

 

Proposed Program Schedule : March 17, 2012  
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From the Capital to the Classroom 

 
Sunday, March 18, 2012        
                                                                                                                                   

Session III:  9:00am-10:30am – General Session  
 

Race to the Top, Regents Reform Agenda ς Panel Discussion: New York State will benefit from the award of $700 in 
Federal Race to the Top Grant funds.  What are the priorities for the use of these funds and how will they be used to 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ {ǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŦƻǊƳ ŀƎŜƴŘŀΚ IŜŀǊ ŀ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ ŦǊƻƳ b¸{ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻn Department 
staff and responses from representatives of NYSUT, NYSSBA and BOCES field teams responsible for using these funds to 
ǎƘŀǇŜ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ 

 

Session IV:  10:45am-11:45am  
 

A. Grassroots Advocacy/Virtual Lobby Day/Key Issues ς Grassroots members are the heart of PTA Advocacy! This 
workshop will clarify the difference between advocacy and lobbying: take you through the issues and tools to be 
employed in our 2012 Virtual Lobby Day campaign. 
 

B. Next Generation Accountability and ESEA/NCLB Waiver Proposals ς No Child Left Behind pupil proficiency goals 
are leading to a significant over identification of students and school districts deemed to be failing. At the same 
time, adoption by most states national common core performance is leading to demands for accountability 
systems that will better address 21st century testing and accountability requirements.  Learn what the state is 
doing to request waivers from current federal requirements while at the same time constructing the tools 
necessary to promote and demonstrate maximum student growth. 

 

C. What’s Happening with Mandate Relief ς Over the past year, the NYS Board of Regents has considered mandate 
relief as a strategy to make education less costly, more efficient and more consistent with Federal mandates. 
Will these efforts really save schools money and what effect will they have on basic student rights? Learn the 
status of mandate relief discussions and understand the roles of the Board of Regents and the state legislature in 
adopting mandate relief efforts.   
 

D. Hydrofracking: Where Are We Now? ς Extraction of natural gas using Hydraulic Fracturing or hydrofracking 
techniques offers many advantages to the NYS economy for the jobs it may create and the relatively clean and 
low cost energy it will produce.  At the same time, there are serious questions about the health and 
environmental impact that widespread extraction of natural gas will produce. Hear the main points being made 
on both sides of this important discussion.  

 
 

Lunch:   12 noon   
Keynote: TBA ς Preparing Teachers and Leaders, a Clinically Rich approach 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Conference ends, but we continue to Participate Together for Advocacy!

Proposed Program Schedule : March 18, 2012  
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From the Albany International Airport:  

Proceed straight out of the airport.   At the traffic light, make a  left and follow signs for I -87 & I -90.  (You will be on 

Albany Shaker Road.) Proceed straight through two traffic lights.   At the third light, continue following signs towards I -87 

& I -90.  The Desmond is set back from the road and resembles a Colonial village. The hotel will come up on your right, 

before the highway, exactly 8/10 of a mile from the third traffic light.  

From the SOUTH or from the WEST:  

Take the New York State Thruway to Exit 24.  After toll booths, take the Adirondack Northway (I -87) north to Exit 4 

(Albany Airport exit). At the end of the ramp, go left on Wolf Road.   At next traffic light, go left on Albany -Shaker Road.  

You will pass under the highway; do not get back on I -87 south. Rather, proceed straight through the intersection, and 

prepare to make a left turn.   The Desmond is the first building on your left, set back from the road. It resembles a 

Colonial village. 

From the EAST:  

Take the Mass Turnpike West to Exit B1. "I-90 Albany West".  Remain on I-90 West for 15-20 miles; you will see 

downtown Albany to your left about midway through the trek.   Stay on I-90 until you see signs for "Montreal North".   Exit 

I -90 and enter the Adirondack Northway (I -87) heading NORTH toward Montreal. Exit at Exit 4 (Albany Airport exit). At 

bottom of ra mp go left onto Wolf Road.   At next traffic light, go left onto Albany -Shaker Road.  You will pass under the 

highway; do not get back on I -87 south. Rather, proceed straight through the intersection, and prepare to make a left -

hand turn.   The Desmond is the first building on your left, set back from the road. It resembles a Colonial village.  

From the NORTH:  

Take the Adirondack Northway (I -87) to Exit 4, "Albany Airport/Wolf Road". On ramp, bear to the right.   At end of ramp, 

there is a traffic light.   Go left onto Old Wolf Road.  At the next traffic light go right onto  Albany-Shaker Road and take an 

immediate left into the  parking lot.  

 

DIRECTIONS to the Desmond Hotel  

One Wembley Court 
Albany, NY 12205 

Phone: 518-452-8808 
Toll Free: 877-569-3830 

Fax: 518-452-8105 
Office email address: pta.office@nyspta.org 

Website: www.nyspta.org 
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Member Rates :    SELECT ONE 
 

Full Conference Delegate Fees :  (Full Conference includes 

registration fee , conference materials, all meals beginning with Saturday 
afternoon snack through Sunday lunch, and one night hotel room)  
 

 Special Rooming Needs (i.e. wheelchair/handicap accessible, etc.):  

     
 

 $230/per per son, DOUBLE occupancy  
 

Roommate:         
 

      $270/per person, SINGLE  occupancy  

 

Two -Day Delegate Fee (Non -Hotel) :  (includes two-day 

registration fee, conference materials and all meals beginning with 
Saturday afternoon snack through Sunday lunch) 
 

      $1 55 /per person , NO HOTEL ROOM 

 

One-Day Delegate Fee (Non -Hotel) :   (includes one-day 

registration fee, conference materials and offered meals, i.e. Saturday 
snack and dinner OR Sunday breakfast and lunch)    
 

 SELECT ONE:      SATURDAY     SUNDAY 
 

 $100/per person , NO HOTEL ROOM                                  
 

 

Non -member Rate s:    SELECT ONE 
 

 $350/p p - Full conference, with hotel       

 $200/pp - 2 Day Delegate , no  hotel      

 $125/pp - 1 Day Delegate , no hotel  

IMPORTANT:  You must fill out this form in its entirety, including Unit/Council Code, or your registration 

cannot be processed.  Final registration and all fees must be received by February 17, 2012. 

 

 

 

First Come ñ First Served! 

Room requests filled based upon availability. 

Please send your completed registration form and 
check, made payable to the New York State PTA, to: 

 

New York State PTA® 

Summer Leadership Conference Registration 

One Wembley Court 

          

 

First Name:  Last Name:     
 

Address:      
               Street                City                          Zip 
 

Telephone (home):                          (cell):     
 

Email address:      
 

I am representing my:       Region      Council      Unit     PTA/Unit Name:     
 

PTA Position: _____________________________________          Unit/Council Code:                      - 
 

Special Dietary Needs (i.e. vegetarian, allergies):     
 

Arrival Date:           Departure Date:     

 

 

 

 

 

Preferred Method:  Register online at www.nyspta.org  

Legislation/Education Conference 201 2 
REGISTRATION FORM  

Payment Information 
 

Make checks payable to: 
 

New York State PTA 
One Wembley Court 
Albany, NY  12205 

 

ALL PTA CHECKS MUST HAVE  
TWO SIGNATURES  

 

If paying by credit card, registration must be 
done online by accessing the New York State 

PTA website at www.nyspta.org   
and clicking on the Legislation/Education 

Conference Event link. 

 

Cancellation Policy 
 

Registrations cancelled prior to February 17, 2012 
will receive a full refund, less a $25 processing fee.  
No refunds  will be given for  cancellations received 

after February 17, 2012 or for no -shows.  
 

No advance registrations accepted  
after February 17, 2012.  

 

Registrations received after this date will only be 
handled as on-site registrations.  

No hotel rooms guaranteed for on-site registrations. 
 

NOTE: All on-site registrants must pay in full at time 
of registration, no invoices will be issued. 

http://www.nyspta.org/

